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Schedule Your Event Today!
We offer a reasonably priced rental hall great for weddings, receptions, sweet sixteens, 

birthdays, anniversaries, reunions, fundraisers, auctions, arts & craft shows, funeral
memorials, company/employee events, and other special occasions.
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We offer a reasonably priced rental hall great for weddings, receptions, sweet sixteens, birthdays, anniversaries, 
reunions, fundraisers, auctions, arts & craft shows, funeral memorials, company/employee events, and other special 

occasions. The Hall is available 7 days a week.

The function hall features 2640 SF of space (47 feet wide by 56 feet long), can host groups up to 178 seated people, 
handicap accessible, fully equipped kitchen, dance floor and a private bar. Other amenities include a wall mounted 

flat screen, wireless internet, coat rack area and ample parking.

Members & Non For Profit - Only $100/day
Non Members - Only $200/day

VFW Post 10406 Hall: (608) 248-2733

www.vfwpost10406.org
$75 Refundable Cleaning Deposit | Bartender - $100 For Both Rates

Cash Bar Pricing - $2 beer, $1 pop & water, 1/2 barrel - $200, 1/4 barrel - $125, Bartender - $100

Call Today! 608.248.2733
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I just wanted to say hello and 
fill you all in on what has been 
happening with the club. We 
have been extremely busy with 
our club rentals this summer. 
Les and Sharon Kamrowski 
have done a tremendous job 
of cleaning and taking care of 
the club. Sadly, Les has stepped 
down as club manager effective 
August 1st. I would like to 
thank Les for his dedication and 
commitment as club manager, 
He will be missed. 

The 2023 charcoal chicken Q’s 
thus far have been a successful 
with most being sell outs. As the 
commander, I am so privileged 
to have such a hardworking and 
dedicated team. The Chicken Q’s 
are successful thanks to the hard 
work of both the Auxiliary & our 
Chicken cookers. Much fun and 
comradery also happens at these 
events.  If you didn’t get a chance 
to make it over to Buffalo City 

for the 4th of July Independence 
Day celebration, it was an 
absolute success. Our amazing 
parade team of Doug Ratz and 
Cory Semling, brought order to 
chaos by establishing a fantastic 
line up of parade participants. 
We were so pleased to see River 
Road and 10th Street completely 
lined with people.  Our beer tent 
personal did a fantastic job as 
well, I am extremely proud of 
you. Thank You. 

Patriot Raffle tickets are out! Our 
March 2024 gun raffle has been a 
huge fund raiser for us; however, 
we cannot be successful without 
your support. Please reach out 
and sell tickets, every little bit 
helps. We have been able to 
make significant changes to the 
club over the past few years due 
to this raffle. Our post objective 
is a new roof, the last in a series 
of capital club improvements. 
This will set the next generation 

of club members up for 
continued success. 

Please always remember to talk 
to Veterans to see if they are 
members of the VFW and check 
in with them to them to see if 
they are in need of anything. 
That is what we are here for is 
to take care of our brothers & 
sisters. 
See you at our meetings or 
Chicken Q’s, 

I just want you all to realize just 
how awesome we have it in Post 
10406!

No One Does More For Veterans.

John Dehnke
VFW Post 10406
Commander
608-386-9919
j_dehnke@yahoo.com
j_dehnke@icloud.com

Comrades & Sisters
COMMANDERS COMMENTS: John Dehnke \\ VFW Post 10406

COCHRANETEL.COM

103 West 5th Street
Cochrane, WI 54622
(608) 248.2323
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The VFW Ladies Auxiliary was 
founded in 1914 to help Veterans 
and their families. At the dawn 
of this new Millennium, that 
is still the primary goal of the 
organization. The organization 
has achieved its own unique 
identity while working side-
by-side with the Veterans who 
belong to the VFW.

The Department of WI Auxiliary 
was found on July 30, 1925. 
On July 20, 2015, delegates 
to the VFW’s 102nd National 
Convention in Pittsburgh voted 
to amend the dated by-law to 
extend the same membership 
opportunity to eligible males. 
The gender-specific eligibility 
requirement only allowing 
eligible female spouses and 
family members of any Veteran 
of a foreign war had been in 
place for more than 100 years. 
Like the VFV, the Auxiliary’s 
interests have broadened 
to encompass the entire 
community.

The Auxiliary embodies the spirit 
of America that has prevailed 
through war and peace. It is 
solidly behind America today as 

it was when it was founded. The 
Auxiliary is an integral part of 
the VFW and supports a host of 
programs which pursue issues of 
national importance to Veterans. 
These programs are designed 
to preserve Veterans rights, 
advocate a strong national 
defense, promote patriotism, 
and offer community service.

Our Auxiliary works side by 
side with the VFvV on several 
levels and events, we assist with 
chicken BBQ’s, funerals, 4th of 
July parade, community events 
like trunk or treat and partake 
in Veterans and Memorial Day 
services. We attend district and 
stale functions, while honoring 
our veterans both past and 
present.

This year the Auxiliary has been 
asked to sponsor wreaths across 
America for the Buffalo City 
cemetery, we are very honored 
and excited to work hand in 
hand with them and place these 
beautiful wreaths on the graves 
of our veterans.

My goal as the  newly elected 
president is to keep growing 

our Auxiliary by numbers and 
strength while adding new 
committees and fundraisers 
so we can better serve and 
assist the VFW our veterans and 
community.

The auxiliary has had the 
honor and privilege of having a 
dedicated leader and president 
for the past 4 years. Kimberly 
Beseler took over at a time when 
there was no one else to step 
up into the President’s position, 
today we are stronger with an 
increase of members as there is 
strength in numbers, she alone 
has recruited 5 new members.

Thank you to all our VFW 
Auxiliary members and officers 
for everything you do in making 
our Auxiliary a strong and 
healthy one.

No One Does More For Veterans.

Kimberly Goss
VFW Post 10406 \\ Auxiliary 
President
(608) 248-2733

Message From The President



You must be related to a veteran who has served in overseas combat, earning the campaign medals eligible. 
That veteran can be a living or deceased spouse, parent, child, sibling, grandparent or grandchild. Step- 
and adopted parents, children, siblings (and half-siblings), grandparents and grandchildren are considered 
the same as biological parents, children, siblings, grandparents and grandchildren and may join the VFW 
Auxiliary under their VFW-eligible veteran. See website below or contact Kimberly Beseler today...

https://vfwauxiliary.org/join-us/eligibility-information/

Kimberly Goss
VFW Post 10406 \\ Auxiliary President
(608) 248-2733

New Auxiliary Caps Available

Are You Eligible To Join?

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT: Kimberly Goss \\ VFW Post 10406

VFW Auxiliary officer caps now available. Section 1001 of the 2019 Auxiliary National Bylaws has been 
amended to include an optional and acceptable cap of overseas type or ladies modified style for either
male or female officers. Only 1 title is permitted per cap.

Starting at $43.00/ea
Includes Right Side:

6 VFW Auxiliary Cross of Malta
6 VFW AUX (In 2 Lines) in Gold At Front

http://www.vfwstore.org/
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Post Activities 2022
CLUB MANAGER: Kimberly Beseler  \\ VFW Post 10406

JULY

July 4th
VFW/AUX Parade

1:00pm

July 13th
VFW/AUX Meeting

7:00pm

AUGUST

 August 8th
Belvidere Town Mtg

August 10th
VFW/AUX Meeting

7:00pm

August 12th
VFW Charcoal Chicken

SEPTEMBER

September 9th
VFW Charcoal Chicken 

September 14th
VFW/AUX Meeting

7:00pm

September 15th-17th
Quilts of Valor

OCTOBER

October 10th
Belvidere Meeting

October 12th
VFW/AUX Meeting

7:00pm

October 14th
VFW Charcoal Chicken

“Members, you are our back bone and without you our effort would certainly fail. Your VFW is here for 
you whenever you choose and in whatever capacity you choose, as a active member, semi active or 

inactive. You greatest contribution alone is your continued membership at Post 10406”

John Dehnke - Commander

POST 10406 -- WANTS YOU!
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NO SMARTPHONE
NO PROBLEM

$1.00

Alma Auditorium facelift
See pg. 5

Mondovi youth compete in NJHFR
See pg. 8

Mondovi 4th of July festivities

See pg. 10 & 11
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Thursday, July 8, 2021

Mondovi Middle School students visited the White House—one of many historical and notable sites the Mondovi group 

of nearly 40 people visited on a Washington D.C. tour in early June.

 MMS students posed in front of the Abraham Lincoln Memorial.

-Contributed photos

Shaelee DeWitt, Braedon Larson, and Cassie Saxe partic-

ipated in a wreath laying ceremony at Arlington National 

Cemetery during a rain shower.Mondovi Middle 
School travels to 

Washington D.C.

 A group of 27 Mondovi 

Middle School students and 

11 chaperones traveled to 

Washington D.C. June 9-12 

to take a planned tour that had 

been postponed from June 

2020. Stops on the multi-day 

tour included many national 

monuments and memorials 

such as the Fort McHenry 

National Monument, World 

War I Memorial, World War 

II Memorial, Lincoln Me-

morial, Jefferson Memorial, 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial, 

Korean War Memorial, Wash-

ington Monument, National 

Law Enforcement Memori-

al, Air Force Memorial, U.S. 

Marine Corps War Memorial 

Iwo Jima, Dwight D. Eisen-

hower Memorial, National 

Native American Veterans 

Memorial, FDR Memorial, 

MLK Memorial, and Arling-

ton National Cemetery.

 Students also toured the 

U.S. Capitol exterior, the 

White House, White House 

Visitor’s Center, Mount Ver-

non, and the U.S. Holocaust 

Memorial Museum.  There 

was also a Ghost & Grave-

yard Tour in Alexandria, Vir-

ginia, and a visit to the Inter-

national Spy Museum.

 This year’s Washington 

D.C. tour is the 10th trip ar-

ranged by MMS teacher Kris-

ti Rzepiejewski, and Bright-

spark Travel, since 2003.

by Beth Kraft The big 75th anniversary 

of the Gilmanton Free Fair 

will take place this weekend, 

July 9-11, featuring a full 

three-day schedule of fair 

traditions and some new fun 

features with no admission 

charged. Back to full strength after 

the fair was pared back to a 

“Sunday Funday” only event 

last year due to COVID-19, 

this year’s fair is highlight-

ed by special events for its 

75th anniversary, including 

a slide show of photos from 

past Gilmanton Fairs and a 

Sunday Funday Local Band 

Jam, making for a reunion of 

local music acts that played 

at the fair over the years. Also 

back is the Gilmanton Gallop 

5K run/walk, G-Town Fon-

do Bike Ride, Little League 

tournament, carnival rides, 

tractor pull, grand parade, 

live music, food, and the 

crowning of Miss Gilmanton 

2021. The Gilmanton Queen 

and Princess Pageant will 

take place on Friday eve-

ning, July 9, at 7 p.m. in the 

high school gymnasium. 

Due to COVID-19 proto-

cols, the pageant is not open 

to the public but will be li-

vesteamed via the Gilmanton 

School website.
 Four young ladies will vie 

for the title of Miss Gilman-

ton and one is in the running 

to become the next Gilman-

ton Princess. This year’s queen contes-

tants are Keannah Bloom, 

16, daughter of Jesse and 

Susie Bloom and Jenni and 

Johnny Custer, sponsored by 

Bloom Farms; Lydia Evans, 

17, daughter of Jamie and 

Amber Evans, sponsored by 

G-Mart; Katelynn Nelson, 

17, daughter of David and 

Veronica Nelson, sponsored 

by Nelson Repair; Kat-

lynn Ottum, 17, daughter 

of Christy Ottum and Jason 

Ottum, sponsored by Donna 

Mae’s Panther Cafe.
 The 2021 Princess con-

testant is Drew Serum, 7, 

daughter of Jackson and 

Megan Serum, sponsored by 

Brightside Electric LLC.
• Friday, July 9 •

 Kicking off the Gilmanton 

Fair this Friday is the judg-

ing of 4-H entries in foods, 

flowers, sewing projects and 

more beginning at 11 a.m. All 

entries must be placed by 10 

a.m. that morning.
 A classic car show will 

take place next to the pull 

track from 5 - 7 p.m. The 

clothing revue will begin at 

5:30 p.m. in the high school 

gym followed by the Gilman-

ton Queen and Princess Pag-

eant at 7 p.m.
 New this year, Chicken 

Sh*t Bingo will be played 

from 6 - 8 p.m.
 Live music by Kid Kactus 

and The Tumbleweeds will 

provide entertainment from 8 

p.m. - 12 a.m., and fireworks 

will light up the sky after 

dark. The Nite Train will pro-

vide shuttle service between 

Gilmanton and Mondovi Fri-

day night and Saturday after-

noon.

• Saturday, July 10 •

 Saturday’s schedule be-

gins with the sixth annual 

Gilmanton Gallop 5K run/

walk at 8:30 a.m.
 The G-Town Fondo 25-30 

mile bike ride is also set for a 

morning start.
 A final round of 4-H judg-

ing in chickens and rabbits is 

set for 9:30 a.m., and youths 

are invited to participate in 

Kids Games beginning at 11 

a.m. The 4-H Dog Show will 

take place at 1 p.m.Gilmanton Fair page 3
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Gilmanton Fair to celebrate 75th anniversary this weekend

Four in the running for Miss Gilmanton 2021
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National Monument, World 
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July 9-11, featuring a full 
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features with no admission 
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“Sunday Funday” only event 
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Due to COVID-19 proto-

cols, the pageant is not open 

to the public but will be li-

vesteamed via the Gilmanton 

School website.

 Four young ladies will vie 

for the title of Miss Gilman-

ton and one is in the running 

to become the next Gilman-

ton Princess.
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16, daughter of Jesse and 

Susie Bloom and Jenni and 

Johnny Custer, sponsored by 
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17, daughter of Jamie and 

Amber Evans, sponsored by 

G-Mart; Katelynn Nelson, 

17, daughter of David and 
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by Nelson Repair; Kat-
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Ottum, sponsored by Donna 
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daughter of Jackson and 
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Brightside Electric LLC.

• Friday, July 9 •

 Kicking off the Gilmanton 

Fair this Friday is the judg-

ing of 4-H entries in foods, 

flowers, sewing projects and 

more beginning at 11 a.m. All 

entries must be placed by 10 

a.m. that morning.

 A classic car show will 

take place next to the pull 
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clothing revue will begin at 
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gym followed by the Gilman-
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 Saturday’s schedule be-

gins with the sixth annual 

Gilmanton Gallop 5K run/

walk at 8:30 a.m.

 The G-Town Fondo 25-30 

mile bike ride is also set for a 

morning start.

 A final round of 4-H judg-
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Gilmanton Fair to celebrate 75th anniversary this weekend

Four in the running for Miss Gilmanton 2021

VFW Events are in the Newspaper!
Good communication with our members and the public is essential in all we do. In addition to our 

newsletters being posted on our website -- we also mail a hard copy to every VFW/AUX member that does 
NOT use electronic means. We also promote news and events throughout the year in our local newspaper. 
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2023 Post Officers
COMMANDERS COMMENTS: John Dehnke \\ VFW Post 10406

All officers and their positions are on the VFW Post 10406 website
www.vfwpost10406.org/staff.html

Kimberly Beseler
Club Manager

Al Farner
Officer of the Day

Jim Goss
Judge Advocate

Steve Zastrow
Surgeon

Jim Goss
Service Officer

John Dehnke
Commander

Krist Beseler
Sr Vice Commander

Steve Schiffli
Quartermaster

Douglas J Ratz
Jr Vice / Adjutant

Open Position
Chaplain

Richard Treu
1st Year Trustee

Gary Krause
2nd Year Trustee



6 History and Core Values
6 Membership Information
6 Membership Benefits
6 Current Sponsors
6 Become a Sponsor
6 Advertise With Us

6 How to Donate
6 Local News
6 Checkpoint Brochure
6 Official Newsletter
6 Special Events
6 Chicken/Brat Schedule

6 Interactive Calendar
6 Hall Rental Sign-Up
6 Staff
6 Directions
6 Resources Links
6 Local Business Offers

Become a Sponsor (608) 248-2733  |  NO ONE DOES MORE FOR VETERANS  |  VFW Post 10406 Cochrane, Wisconsin U.S.A.

Page 7

vfwpost10406.org



Wards
Riverside Cabins

goldnplump.com
(608) 323-2880

103 South Main Street
Cochrane, WI 54622
alliancebank.us

“Working Together For You”

Affordable Septic Service

BECOME A SPONSOR!
(608) 248-2733 - info@vfwpost10406.org

COCHRANETEL.COM

Buffalo City, Cochrane, Fountain City,
Alma, Nelson, Pepin, Waumandee, Arcadia,

Bluffsiding, and beyond!

608-572-PUMP -- www.wiseptic.com

950 Front Street, Buffalo City, WI 54622
(608) 248-3702

wardsriversidecabins.com

103 West 5th Street
Cochrane, WI 54622
(608) 248.2323
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Phone: (608) 248-2733
Email: info@vfwpost10406.org

Visit our website for your latest VFW Post 10406 news.
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